Applied Government				      				Name___________________________
Race in America Harkness 
Mr. Faulhaber	

Overarching Question: How should race be taught and discussed in school? 
	Sub Question: Systemic Racism- Is it sloganeering, grounded in truth, or somewhere in between?
 

Related Themes:
Critical Race Theory
Identity Politics
Affinity Groups
Reverse Racism
White Privilege
	Racial Equity 
	Academic Freedom and Free Speech 
	Cancel Culture
	Meritocracy 
Websites and/or searchable Ideas, Books and Organizations:
FAIR – Foundation Against Intolerance & Racism: https://www.fairforall.org/
1619 Project by the New York Time and Nikole Hanhah-Jones
Ibram x Kendi and the Center for Antiracist Research	
“White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo
Background 
During the conversation with the Winsor students earlier this month, the class indicated it race is not discussed enough at Sidney High School. Considering Monday was a holiday celebrating civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. and next month (February) has been deemed “Black History Month,” I find it appropriate to conduct a Harkness of race in education.  

Following the death of George Floyd, America has had a racial reckoning of sorts. Discussions of ideas such as systemic racism, white privilege, equity, etc. and adhering to our governing documents, the responsibilities and purposes of government they outline, and promises of the Declaration became commonplace. Nowhere was this re-evaluation more pronounced than in the schools of America. After all, if you want to change hearts and minds, begin with those most malleable (rather than old fogies like Mrs. Faulhaber-an old dog caught be taught new tricks).  

When the dust settled, a countermovement ensued questioning the relevance of schools serving as the battleground for what these opponents called identity politics. Cries of indoctrination, reverse racism, and academic freedom and free speech became commonplace. They decried cancel culture, re-segregation, and an erosion of the meritocracy from which this country was established. This movement was largely led by parents who wanted a larger role in school policy and culminated in the election of the first Republican governor of Virginia in many years. The focus was in Louden County because of the contentious election but similar battles played out nationally. Many of these school board meeting became contentious reflecting the political divide in the nation (see National School Board Association (NSBA) letter and its fallout). Montana has not been immune of such divisions.  

On may 27th of last year, as school was ending throughout Montana, the Attorney General offered his take.

Project Goals____________________________________________________________________ 

From the beginning of the year we have focused on civil discourse and the ability to discuss the big ideas that permeates the American culture in a respectful manner with the goal of developing a deep understanding of contemporary politics and the issues surrounding the political arena and their varying perspectives. 

Each of you has a unique perspective based upon your own political socialization process built upon factors that no other member of this class shares. Share those perspectives and learn deeply from one another.  Understand though the two most common complaints thus far have been some students have not come to class with the appropriate research done to be an active participant or to positively contribute to the goal of understanding the issue in greater depth and some students have refused to share with their classmates their unique perspective, experience, and/or research. Do the legwork to be an active contributor to a deeper understanding of the issue. Talk to share your perspective and research so others can learn from you but only if you have done your research.

The Stanford experiment found that when educated citizens came together to share their opinion, polarization was reduced. Be willing to be open-minded and change your opinion. Do not be puritanical. Come in with the idea you do not know everything and humble enough to be aware that you might actually be wrong. In that vein, what you decide today should become more nuanced or change throughout the remainder of the year and your life 
Harkness/Deliberation Steps___________________________________________________________________

1. Before you research, determine what you know, would like to know, and need to know to be successful in the Harkness. In your note sheet, write down the following categories and answer the questions:
What I think I know (or think I know) includes…
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What I want to know includes… Why I want to know this includes…

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What I hope to get out of the Harkness…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read, highlight or underline, and comment and/or emoji when necessary the attached letter/guidance from the Montana Historical Society and the Opinion authored by Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen to the Superintendent of Public Instruction (elected officeholder responsible for k-12 education in Montana) Elsie Arntzen.  




























3. Familiarize yourself with the related themes so you feel confident discussing them in the Harkness.

4. Visit and/or search the Websites and/or searchable Ideas, Books and Organizations  

5. Individual Harkness Research: Fill in the gaps of what you need to know to fully participate. 

6. Discuss this issue at home: When I asked my Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life the deliberation question, they told me....
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	I agree/Disagree my Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life regarding the deliberation question because.... 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Question(s) I still have AFTER my research I am hoping my group can help me understand includes…
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What sort of evidence could the other side of the argument introduce that might change my mind? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Continuum: Create a continuum of where the class stands based upon your pre-deliberation thoughts.  

10. Collaborative Discussion: Do not be beholden to any pre-deliberation view and concentrate on what questions you have and what arguments you need to hear to change your mind. Your group should discuss each person’s opinion about the deliberation question, what they think should occur, what you need to know to change your mind; focusing on the following:
	Listen carefully to what others are saying.

Understand and analyze what others are saying.
Use relevant background knowledge, including life experiences, in a logical way.
Remain engaged and respectful when controversy arises.
Speak and encourage others to speak.
Refer to the reading to support your ideas.

11. Reflection: Fill out the Self-Evaluation Rubric and answer reflection questions thoroughly and deep reflection and rate discuss the deliberation process. 

12. Alternative Assignment (if Absent on Harkness Deliberation Day): Complete Steps 1-8 and 11 (rubric associated with research and self-evaluation as well as all appropriate Reflection Questions) and a persuasive essay answering regarding either the overarching or sub-question.   

Self-Evaluation Rubric 
DIRECTIONS: Read through each category and its criteria. Complete either or both columns to give yourself an accurate grade.  

In the LEFT column: Place a check plus next to those you completed in an exceptional manner, a check plus/check mark if it was only completed well, a check mark next to the criteria in which you completed okay, a check mark/check minus if it was completed okay but not great, a and a check minus that you completed but not very well, and place an X next to the criteria not completed at all. 

In the RIGHT column: Place the appropriate grade in the space to the immediate left of EACH criteria required by determining those areas you performed or were lacking and based upon the point value listed. Place a N/A or “not applicable next to any criterion not required for your specific role. Average the points together in place that score in the “your estimate” blank. 

  ***Remember, a perfect grade should reflect perfect work and only be used when the work done had no deficiencies & could not have been performed any better.**      


	PREPARATION AND RESEARCH (1-25): 								        

_____ _____Read deliberately the background and project goals to put yourself in the midframe to successfully participate in the Harkness. 
_____ _____Complete the background knowledge and individual goals section outlined in step #1 
_____ _____Read, Highlighted or Underlined, and commented and/or emojied (when necessary) on the information from the packet  
_____ _____Familiarized yourself with the related themes so you feel confident discussing them in the Harkness 
_____ _____Visited and/or searched the Websites and/or searchable Ideas, Books and Organizations  
_____ _____Completed individual Research to fill in the gaps and questions you still had to be successful and an attribute in the Harkness
_____ _____Discussed with one or both Parents, grandparent, and/or adult in one’s life about your innovative idea
_____ _____Contemplated and wrote down the evidence could the other side of the argument could introduce that might change your mind
_____ _____Gathered information to be effective in deliberation & Attached and turned in Research Notes with rubric and other documents

												Your Average ______/25

	CONTENT COVERED/PERSUASIVENESS/PARTICIPATION/OVERALL PERFORMANCE (1-15):

_____ _____Cited information from research and employed insight of the issues surrounding the Revolution/Constitution during the Harkness
_____ _____Referred to the readings and stayed focused on the questions posed. 
_____ _____Made reference to individual research including data, state, etc found or anecdotes and opinions from parents, peers, etc
_____ _____Kept ungrounded opinions (those that could not be substantiated and backed up by  data/evidence to prove one’s case) out of discussion 
_____ _____Got material across in a way that was informative and easily understood; use of anecdotes was to reinforce NOT as sole rationale for position
_____ _____Did not simply echo the thoughts of others or make irrelevant comments just to fulfill participation   
_____ _____Asked questions of the interpretation of others and Utilized clarification questions to gain information 
_____ _____When asked a question, showed ability to think on feet providing clear main arguments and an understanding of the material 
_____ _____In Peers evaluation, they will recognize your research and background knowledge regarding the issue discussed  
_____ _____In Peers evaluation, they will have positive comments about your performance  
_____ _____Performed to the best of your abilities and was an attribute, not detriment to this simulation; Felt good about your performance

												Your Average ______/15
         

	RESPECTFUL/RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR and REFLECTION AND SELF-EVALUATION (1-10):

_____ _____Was a Frequent Participant (spoke at least 5 times) BUT did not hog the conversation 
_____ _____Professional and Attentively listened by looking at speakers
_____ _____Followed proceedings- taking notes when necessary (Attach your notes to this self-evaluation)
_____ _____Was Respectful to Peers both verbally and through mannerisms; Avoided ad hominin attacks 
_____ _____Let others speak before you spoke again (general rule to follow: everyone speaks once before anyone speaks twice 								  and at least 3 people spoke before I spoke a third time)
_____ _____Did not interrupt peers or tell them “they could not argue that”
_____ _____Had a positive Attitude during Harkness and Played Well with Others 	      
_____ _____Read and followed direction when completing rubric: Placed the appropriate mark next to EACH category
_____ _____Did not just use whole numbers and only gave yourself a 10 if your performance was PEFERCT and a model for future classes
_____ _____Answered reflection questions with MINIMALLY three sentences for each question       
											   Your Average ______/10


					TOTAL___________/50							                     
REFLECTION QUESTIONS___________________________________________________________________ 
Complete the following questions re-capping the conversation with your classmates, your parent(s), guardian(s), adult(s) in your life about what you heard and reflect deeply on what was discussed.  Answer each question with deep thought and in as much detail as necessary.    

QUESTION #1. Explain the basis for choosing your Amendment(s). How has your (and if time, your loved ones) initial thoughts on the Amendment(s) evolved and/or become more nuanced through this exercise?
QUESTION #2. List and describe the most meaningful idea(s), concept(s), and/or principle(s) learned through this project.
QUESTION #3. What classmate(s) has the most original or thought provoking Amendment(s? Explain. What classmate(s) were most persuasive? Explain.  What classmate was the most prepared for the Harkness? Explain

QUESTION #4. What did you like and dislike about the Harkness? What can be done to improve the process to make it more meaningful for future classes? How would you rank the value of the project (1-10)? Justify the ranking.

QUESTION #5. OVERALL PERFORMANCE: Explain what you did well on the project. Explain what could you could have done differently and would change if you were to complete this project again?  How would you rate your overall project performance (1-10) based upon your preparation, knowledge and understanding of the issue, and performance in regards to your prior projects and your peers? Justify the ranking. Did the rubric give you the correct grade?  Explain.  If the overall score determined through the rubric is different from the grade you believe you deserve explain why and the grade you believe is warranted.  

